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THE MAGNA CARTA 
Predicting Outcomes 

 

The Magna Carta was a unique document.  Unlike most charters granted by the king, it was exacted from the king by his 

barons.  Study the following excerpts from the Magna Carta.  Then predict some effects it will have on English society by 

answering the following questions. 

 

 

1  . . . the English Church shall be free 

(especially to choose its own bishops and to have 

its own courts). 

 

12   No (taxes) shall be 

imposed in our kingdom 

unless  by common counsel 

of our king-   dom. . .  

 

13   And the city of London 

shall have all its ancient 

liberties and free customs as 

well by land as by water . . .  

All other cities, boroughs, 

towns, and ports shall have 

all their liberties and free 

customs. 

 

20  A free man shall not be 

(punished) for an . . .  

offence except in accordance 

with the degree of the 

offence . . .  and none of the (punishments) shall 

be imposed except by the oath of good men of 

the neighborhood. 

 

21  Earls and barons shall not be (punished) 

except by their peers and only in accordance 

with the degree of the offence. 

 

39  No free man shall be 

arrested or imprisoned or  . . 

.  in any way victimized . . . 

except by the lawful 

judgement of his peers or by 

the law of the land. 

 

61  Since . . . for the better 

allaying of the discord that 

has arisen between us and 

our barons, we have granted 

all these things . . .  we have 

and grant them under written 

security, namely twenty five 

barons of the kingdom . . .  

(shall) observe, hold and 

cause to be observed, the 

peace and liberties which we 

have granted . . .  so that if we offend . . . and do 

not correct the transgression . . .  the barons with 

the community of the whole land shall . . . 

distress us in every way they can, namely by 

seizing castles, lands, possessions . . . until 

amends have been made. 

 

 

1. Describe the changes the Magna Carta made in the way taxes will be imposed, and how justice will be administered. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Within the Magna Carta three specific groups of people are being guaranteed freedoms.  What are these three groups 

and what freedoms are they being given? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Analyze these various parts of the Magna Carta, and then deduce what effect this document will have on the power of 

the King of England. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Evaluate the guarantees provided in the Magna Carta to ensure the changes will take place. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Analyze the effect the Magna Carta had on the king’s authority in England. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Explain how the rights granted in the Magna Carta compares to the rights guaranteed in the US Constitution.  

Create your own comparison diagram to illustrate your answer. 

 
 

 


